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Science and Medicine
Carl Sagan 
Astronomer 
Carl Edward Sagan was an American astronomer, astrophysicist, cosmologist, author, science popularizer and science communicator in astronomy and natural sciences. 
Born: November 9, 1934, Brooklyn, NY 
Died: December 20, 1996, Seattle, WA 
Spouse: Ann Druyan (m. 1981–1996), Linda Salzman Sagan (m. 1968–1981), Lynn Margulis (m. 1957–1965) 
Movies and TV shows: Cosmos: A Personal Voyage, Contact, Nova, Good Morning America, Horizon, The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson, The Sky at Night, Charlie Rose, Royal Institution Christmas Lectures, Extinction, The David Frost Show, Dinah!, The World After Nuclear War
Children: Nick Sagan, Dorion Sagan, Sasha Sagan, Jeremy Sagan, Samuel Sagan
Temple Grandin 
Professor 
Temple Grandin is an American doctor of animal science and professor at Colorado State University, bestselling author, autistic activist, and consultant to the livestock industry on animal behavior. 
Born: August 29, 1947, Boston, MA 
Movies: ARTS: A Film About Possibilities, Disabilities & the Arts, In the Woods 
Parents: Richard Grandin, Eustacia Cutler 
Education: Arizona State University, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Franklin Pierce College, Hampshire Country School
Brian Cox 
Physicist 
Brian Edward Cox OBE is an English physicist, a Royal Society University Research Fellow, PPARC Advanced Fellow at the University of Manchester. 
Born: March 3, 1968, Chadderton, United Kingdom 
Height: 5' 10" (1.78 m) 
Spouse: Gia Milinovich (m. 2003) 
Music groups: D:Ream (1993 – 1997), Dare (1992) 
Education: Hulme Grammar School, University of Huddersfield, University of Manchester, Victoria University of Manchester
Lisa Randall 
Physicist 
Lisa Randall is an American theoretical physicist and a leading expert on particle physics and cosmology. She works on several of the competing models of string theory. 
Born: June 18, 1962, Queens, New York City, NY 
Siblings: Dana Randall 
Education: Stuyvesant High School, Harvard University
Van Jones 
Civil Rights Advocate 
Anthony Kapel "Van" Jones is an American environmental advocate, civil rights activist, and attorney. He is a co-founder of four non-profit organizations including Rebuild the Dream, of which he is president. 
Born: September 20, 1968, Jackson, TN 
Spouse: Jana Carter 
Books: The Green Collar Economy, Rebuild the Dream 
Education: Yale Law School (1993), Jackson Central Merry High School (1986), Jackson Central-Merry High School, University of Tennessee at Martin, Yale University
Siblings: Angela Jones
Shai Agassi 
Entrepreneur 
Shai Agassi is an Israeli entrepreneur. He was the founder and former CEO of Better Place, which had developed a model and infrastructure for employing electric cars as an alternative to fossil fuel ... 
Born: April 19, 1968, Ramat Gan, Israel 
Spouse: Nili Brand 
Education: Technion - Israel Institute of Technology
Drew Endy 
Professor 
Andrew David Endy is a synthetic biologist and Assistant Professor of bioengineering at Stanford University, California. 
Born: 1970 
Education: Dartmouth College (1998), Lehigh University (1994), Lehigh University (1992)
Craig Venter 
Biologist 
John Craig Venter is an American biologist and entrepreneur. He is known for being one of the first to sequence the human genome and for creating the first cell with a synthetic genome. 
Born: October 14, 1946, Salt Lake City, UT 
Books: A Life Decoded: My Genome, My Life 
Spouse: Heather Kowalski (m. 2008), Claire M. Fraser (m. ?–2005) 
Education: University of California, San Diego (1975), University of San Diego (1972), Mills High School, College of San Mateo 
Movies: The Future is Now! 
Parents: John Venter, Elizabeth Venter
Dr. Michael Taylor  

The Hospital for Sick Children
Neurosurgeon
Neurosurgery
Research Institute
Principal Investigator
The Arthur and Sonia Labatt Brain Tumour Research Centre

Senior Scientist
Developmental & Stem Cell Biology
University of Toronto
Associate Professor
Departments of Surgery and Laboratory Medicine and Pathobiology


Brief Biography
Dr. Taylor was born in Calgary, Alberta and was educated at The University of Western Ontario where he obtained his MD in 1994. He entered the University of Toronto Neurosurgery residency program in 1994. He then did a PhD in Molecular Pathology at the University of Toronto (1998-2002), and completed his residency training in 2003. In 2003 Michael was awarded a Detweiler Travelling Fellowship from the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada for fellowship training in paediatric neurosurgery and paediatric neuro-oncology at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis Tennessee. Dr. Taylor also did a post-doctoral fellowship in the Department of Developmental Neurobiology at SJCRH.

Dr. Taylor joined The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids), Division of Neurosurgery in 2004. He has an appointment in the Developmental & Stem Cell Biology Program at the SickKids Research Institute. He is a principal investigator at the Arthur and Sonia Labatt Brain Tumour Research Centre. He also has cross-appointments to the Departments of Surgery & Laboratory Medicine and Pathobiology at the University of Toronto. His research is supported by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), Genome Canada, National Cancer Institute of Canada, National Institutes of Health (USA), American Brain Tumor Association and SickKids Foundation. He has published close to 100 peer reviewed publications. Dr. Taylor’s laboratory focuses on the genetics of paediatric medulloblastoma and ependymoma. Clinically, he has a special interest in paediatric neuro-oncology. 
Jack Andraka 
Jack Thomas Andraka is an inventor, scientist and cancer researcher. He is the recipient of the 2012 Gordon E. Moore Award, the grand prize of the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair. 
Born: 1997, Maryland
Jack Andraka is a Maryland high school sophomore who at age 15 invented an inexpensive and sensitive dipstick-like sensor for the rapid and early detection of pancreatic, ovarian and lung cancers. After a close family friend died of pancreatic cancer, Jack (then a ninth grader) became interested in finding a better early-detection diagnostic test. He learned that the lack of a rapid, low-cost early screening method contributed to the poor survival rate among individuals with pancreatic cancer. After thinking further about the problem, he came up with a plan and a budget to put his ideas in motion. 
Technology
Sergey Brin 
Computer Scientist 
Sergey Mikhaylovich Brin is an American computer scientist and Internet entrepreneur who, with Larry Page, co-founded Google, one of the most profitable Internet companies. As of 2013, his personal wealth was estimated to be $24.4 billion. 
Born: August 21, 1973, Moscow, Russia 
Full name: Sergey Mikhaylovich Brin 
Spouse: Anne Wojcicki (m. 2007) 
Children: Benji Wojin 
Education: Stanford University (1995), University of Maryland, College Park (1990–1993), Instituto de Empresa Business School, Eleanor Roosevelt High School
Parents: Eugenia Brin, Michael Brin
Larry Page 
Lawrence "Larry" Page is an American computer scientist and Internet entrepreneur who is the co-founder of Google, alongside Sergey Brin. On April 4, 2011, Page succeeded Eric Schmidt as the chief executive officer of Google. 
Born: March 26, 1973, East Lansing, MI 
Spouse: Lucinda Southworth (m. 2007) 
Education: East Lansing High School (1987–1991), Montessori Radmoor (1975–1979), University of Michigan, Stanford University
Awards: Marconi Prize, TR100 
Siblings: Carl Victor Page, Jr. 
Parents: Carl Victor Page, Gloria Page
Leonard Bosack 
Leonard Bosack along with his wife Sandy Lerner, is a co-founder of Cisco Systems, an American-based multinational corporation that designs and sells consumer electronics, networking and communications technology and services. 
Born: 1952, Pennsylvania 
Spouse: Sandra Lerner (m. 1980) 
Education: La Salle College High School, Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, Stanford University, University of Pennsylvania
Richard Saul Wurman 
Architect 
Richard Saul Wurman is an American architect and graphic designer who coined the phrase 'Information Architecture' and is considered to be a pioneer in the practice of making information easily understandable. 
Born: March 26, 1935 Philadelphia, PA 
Education: University of Pennsylvania
John Maeda 
Graphic Designer 
John Maeda is a Japanese-American graphic designer, computer scientist, academic, and author. His work in design, technology and leadership explores the area where the fields merge. 
Born: 1966, Seattle, WA 
Artwork: Tap Type Write, The Reactive Square, Flying Letters, 12 o'clocks, Hanabi Java Calendar, Snowflake Java Calendar, Cosmos Java Calendar, Flora Java Calendar, Umi/Aki Java Calendar, Line Java Calendar 
Education: University of Tsukuba, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Elon Musk 
Investor 
Elon Musk is an American business magnate, investor, and inventor. He is currently the CEO & CTO of SpaceX and CEO & Chief Product Architect of Tesla Motors. 
Born: June 28, 1971 Pretoria, South Africa 
Spouse: Talulah Riley (m. 2010–2012), Justine Musk (m. 2000–2008) 
Siblings: Kimbal Musk, Tosca Musk 
Parents: Maye Haldeman, Errol Musk 
Children: Damian Musk, Xavier Musk, Griffin Musk, Kai Musk, Saxon Musk 
Education: Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, Queen's University, Pretoria Boys High School, Stanford University, University of Pennsylvania
Steve Jobs 
Entrepreneur 
Steven Paul "Steve" Jobs was an American entrepreneur, marketer, and inventor, who was the co-founder, chairman, and CEO of Apple Inc. 
Born: February 24, 1955, San Francisco, CA 
Died: October 5, 2011, Palo Alto, CA 
Spouse: Laurene Powell (m. 1991–2011) 
Children: Lisa Brennan-Jobs, Reed Jobs, Erin Siena Jobs, Eve Jobs 
Parents: Abdulfattah John Jandali, Joanne Carole Schieble, Paul Jobs, Clara Jobs 
Education: Reed College (1972–1974), Homestead High School (1972), Monta Loma Elementary School, Cupertino Junior High School
Bill Gates 
Investor 
William Henry "Bill" Gates III is an American business magnate, investor, programmer, inventor and philanthropist. 
Born: October 28, 1955 Seattle, WA 
Children: Jennifer Katharine Gates, Rory John Gates, Phoebe Adele Gates 
Education: Harvard College (1973–1975), Lakeside School (1968–1973) 
Awards: Silver Buffalo Award, National Medal of Technology and Innovation, Bower Award for Business Leadership, Mary Woodard Lasker Award for Public Service, Satellite Special Achievement Award for Outstanding Contribution to Entertainment New Media
Parents: William H. Gates, Sr., Mary Maxwell Gates
Salman Khan (educator) 
	

	Born
	(1976-10-11) October 11, 1976 (age 37)
New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.

	Residence
	Mountain View, California, U.S.

	
	

	Ethnicity
	Bengali

	Alma mater
	MIT (BS, BS, MS)
Harvard University (MBA)

	Occupation
	Educator,
Executive Director of Khan Academy

	Spouse(s)
	Umaima Marvi


Salman Amin "Sal" Khan[2] is a Bengali-American educator, entrepreneur, and former hedge fund analyst. He is the founder of the Khan Academy, a free online education platform and nonprofit organization. From a small office in his home, Khan has produced more than 4,300 video lessons teaching a wide spectrum of academic subjects, mainly focusing on mathematics and the sciences.
Andrew Grove 
Businessman  (Intel)
Andrew Stephen Grove, is a Hungarian-born American businessman, engineer, and author. He is a science pioneer in the semiconductor industry. 
Born: September 2, 1936 Budapest, Hungary 
Education: University of California, Berkeley, City College of New York 
Awards: IEEE Medal of Honor
Humanitarian

Malala Yousafzai 
Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani school pupil and education activist from the town of Mingora in the Swat District of Pakistan's northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. 
Born: July 12, 1997 Mingora, Pakistan 
Parents: Ziauddin Yousafzai 
Books: I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 
Awards: Sakharov Prize, National Malala Peace Prize, Ambassador of Conscience Award, Simone de Beauvoir Prize, The US Glamour Award for Woman of the YearMore 
Nominations: Nobel Peace Prize, International Children's Peace Prize

Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama 
The 14th Dalai Lama is the 14th and current Dalai Lama, as well as the longest lived incumbent. Dalai Lamas are the head monks of the Gelugpa lineage of Tibetan Buddhism. 
Born: July 6, 1935 Taktser, China 
Full name: Lhamo Dondrub 
Movies: Happy, Brilliant Moon: Glimpses of Dilgo Khyentse Rinpoche 
Siblings: Jetsun Pema, Thubten Jigme Norbu, Tsering Dolma 
Awards: Nobel Peace Prize, Templeton Prize, Honorary degree, Congressional Gold Medal, Four Freedoms Award, Lantos Human Rights Prize, Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership, Hanno R. Ellenbogen Citizenship Award, International League for Human Rights Award, World Security Annual Peace Award, Life Achievement Award, Ján Langoš Human Rights Award, International Freedom Conductor Award, Inaugural Hofstra University Guru Nanak Interfaith Prize, German Media Prize Berlin, Jaime Brunet Prize for Human Rights
Maya Angelou 
Author 
Maya Angelou is an American author and poet. She has published seven autobiographies, five books of essays, and several books of poetry, and is credited with a list of plays, movies, and television shows spanning more than fifty years. 
Born: April 4, 1928 St. Louis, MO 
Spouse: Paul du Feu (m. 1973–1981), Vusumzi Make (m. 1960–1963), Enistasious Tosh Angelos (m. 1951–1954) 
Awards: Presidential Medal of Freedom, Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album, Spingarn Medal, Marian Anderson Award, Langston Hughes Medal, Gracie Allen Award, Quill Award for Poetry, Women in Film Crystal AwardMore 
Education: California Labor School, George Washington High School 
Children: Guy Johnson
Mother Teresa 
Saint 
The Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, M.C., commonly known as Mother Teresa, was an Albanian-born, Indian Roman Catholic Religious Sister. 
Born: August 26, 1910, Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 
Died: September 5, 1997, Kolkata, India 
Full name: Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu 
Education: Loreto Abbey, Rathfarnham (1928–1929) 
Parents: Nikollë Bojaxhiu, Dranafile Bojaxhiu 
Awards: Nobel Peace Prize, Bharat Ratna, Presidential Medal of Freedom, Padma Shri, Congressional Gold Medal, Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding, Pacem in Terris Award, Pope John XXIII Peace Prize, Albert Schweitzer International Prize, Golden Honour of the Nation, Ramon Magsaysay Award for Peace and International Understanding, Balzan Prize for Humanity, Peace and Fraternity Among Peoples
Mahatma Gandhi 
Lawyer 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was the preeminent leader and freedom fighter of Indian nationalism in British-ruled India. 
Born: October 2, 1869, Porbandar, India 
Assassinated: January 30, 1948, New Delhi, India 
Education: University College London, Alfred High School, Rajkot 
Parents: Karamchand Gandhi, Putlibai Gandhi 
Children: Harilal Gandhi, Manilal Gandhi, Devdas Gandhi, Ramdas Gandhi
Nelson Mandela 
Former President of South Africa 
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was a South African anti-apartheid revolutionary, politician, and philanthropist who served as President of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. 
Born: July 18, 1918, Mvezo, South Africa 
Died: December 5, 2013, Houghton Estate, South Africa 
Movies: Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom 
Spouse: Graça Machel (m. 1998–2013), Winnie Madikizela-Mandela (m. 1958–1996), Evelyn Mase (m. 1944–1958)More 
Children: Makaziwe Mandela, Zenani Mandela, Makgatho Mandela, Madiba Thembekile Mandela, Zindziswa Mandela 
Awards: Nobel Peace Prize, Bharat Ratna, Time's Person of the Year, Sakharov Prize, Presidential Medal of Freedom, Congressional Gold Medal, Arthur Ashe Courage Award, Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal, Gandhi Peace Prize, Philadelphia Liberty Medal, Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding, Lenin Peace Prize, Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal, Nishan-e-Pakistan, Al-Gaddafi International Prize for Human Rights, Ambassador of Conscience Award, International Simón Bolívar Prize, United Nations Prize in the Field of Human Rights, Order of the Nile, World Citizenship Award, U Thant Peace Award, Félix Houphouët-Boigny Peace Prize, Isitwalandwe Medal, Indira Gandhi Award for International Justice and Harmony, Freedom of the City of Aberdeen, Bruno Kreisky Award, Carter–Menil Human Rights Prize, Bishop John T. Walker Distinguished Humanitarian Service Award, Giuseppe Motta Medal, Ludovic-Trarieux International Human Rights Prize, J. William Fulbright Prize for International Understanding, W E B DuBois International Medal, Prince of Asturias Award for International Cooperation, Harvard Business School Statesman of the Year Award.
Cesar Chavez 
Activist 
Cesar Chavez was an American farm worker, labor leader and civil rights activist, who, with Dolores Huerta, co-founded the National Farm Workers Association. 
Born: March 31, 1927, Yuma, AZ 
Died: April 23, 1993, San Luis, AZ 
Spouse: Helen Fabela Chávez (m. 1948–1993) 
Awards: Presidential Medal of Freedom, Pacem in Terris Award 
Children: Fernando Chavez, Paul Chavez, Sylvia Chavez Delgado, Linda Chávez Rodríguez, Anna Chavez Ybarra, Eloise Chavez Carrillo, Anthony Chavez, Elizabeth Chavez Villarino 
Parents: Juana Estrada Chavez, Librado Chavez
John Mackey 
Businessman 
John Mackey is an American businessman. He is the current co-CEO of Whole Foods Market, which he co-founded in 1980. Named the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year in 2003, Mackey is a strong supporter of free market economics. 
Born: August 15, 1953, Texas 
Spouse: Deborah Mackey 
Education: University of Texas at Austin

Authors
Amy Tan 
Film writer 
Amy Tan is an American writer whose works explore mother-daughter relationships. Her best-known work is The Joy Luck Club, which has been translated into 35 languages. In 1993, the book was adapted into a commercially successful film. 
Born: February 19, 1952 Oakland, CA 
Spouse: Lou DeMattei (m. 1974) 
Parents: John Tan, Daisy Li 
Movies: The Joy Luck Club 
Awards: Common Wealth Award of Distinguished Service

Greg Mortenson 
Humanitarian 
Greg Mortenson is an American humanitarian, professional speaker, writer, and former mountaineer. He is a co-founder and former executive director of the non-profit Central Asia Institute as well as ... 
Born: December 27, 1957 Rochester, MN 
Spouse: Tara Bishop 
Education: University of South Dakota (1983), Concordia College, Moorhead 
Nominations: Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award
Alice Walker 
Author 
Alice Malsenior Walker is an American author and activist. She wrote the critically acclaimed novel The Color Purple for which she won the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize. 
Born: February 9, 1944 Eatonton, GA 
Spouse: Melvyn Leventhal (m. 1967–1976) 
Movies: The Color Purple, Jennifer Berezan: Praises for the World 
Awards: Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, National Book Award for Fiction (Hardcover) 
Education: Sarah Lawrence College (1965), Spelman College
Ray Bradbury 
Writer 
Ray Douglas Bradbury was an American fantasy, science fiction, horror and mystery fiction writer. Best known for his dystopian novel Fahrenheit 451 and for the science fiction and horror stories gathered ... 
Born: August 22, 1920, Waukegan, IL 
Died: June 5, 2012, Los Angeles, CA 
Education: Los Angeles High School 
Awards: Damon Knight Memorial Grand Master Award, Prometheus Hall of Fame Award, National Medal of Arts, Helmerich Award, Pulitzer Prize Special Citations and Awards, World Fantasy Award for Life Achievement, First Fandom Hall of Fame award, Ross Macdonald Literary Award, Gandalf Grand Master Award, Bram Stoker Award for Lifetime Achievement, World Horror Convention Grand Master Award, SFPA Grand Master, Medal of Distinguished Contribution to American Letters, Eaton Award for Lifetime Achievement in Science Fiction, Daytime Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing in Animation, Retro Hugo Award for Best Novel
Movies: Fahrenheit 451, A Sound of Thunder, The Beast from 20,000 Fathoms, Moby Dick, Something Wicked This Way Comes, The Halloween Tree, It Came from Outer Space, Dandelion Wine, The Wonderful Ice Cream Suit, The Illustrated Man, The Electric Grandmother, Little Nemo: Adventures in Slumberland, King of Kings, Tarantula, Rich And Famous, The Picasso Summer, Any Friend of Nicholas Nickleby Is a Friend of Mine, Spaceship Earth, Icarius Montgolfier Wright
Dave Eggers 
Writer 
Dave Eggers is an American writer, editor, and publisher. He is known for the best-selling memoir A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius and for his subsequent work as a novelist and screenwriter. 
Born: March 12, 1970 Boston, MA 
Spouse: Vendela Vida (m. 2003) 
Siblings: Christopher Eggers, Beth Eggers, William D. Eggers 
Children: October Adelaide Eggers Vida 
Movies: Where the Wild Things Are, Away We Go, Promised Land, American Teacher, Gigantic (A Tale of Two Johns), As Smart As They Are: The Author Project, Wholphin: Issue 8
S. E. Hinton 
Writer 
Susan Eloise Hinton is an American writer best known for her young-adult novels set in Oklahoma, especially The Outsiders, which she wrote during high school. 
Born: July 22, 1948, Tulsa, OK 
Awards: Anne V. Zarrow Award for Young Readers' Literature 
Children: Nick Inhofe 
Education: Will Rogers High School, University of Tulsa 
Movies: The Outsiders, Rumble Fish, Tex, That Was Then... This Is Now


